                        Cane River Waterway Commission

                                                Minutes
                                      September 20, 2016  

There was a regular meeting of the Cane River Waterway Commission held at 6:00 p.m., on September 20, 2016 at 244 Cedar Bend, Natchez, Louisiana.

The meeting was called to order and roll was called, the following members being present: Mr. Rhodes, Mr. Paige, Mr. Methvin, and Mr. Wiggins.

Also present were Patrol Persons Betty Fuller and Glynn Fuller.

Present as guests of the commission were Villis Dowden of Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries, Benny Bodson, J.D. Cox, Glenn Austin, Soil and Conservation Chairman Sidney Evans, and Ed Giering. 

Wildlife and Fisheries Biologist, Villis Dowden, provided an updated report on the fisheries status on the lake.  He submitted a Quarterly performance report on Genetic Composition of Louisiana large mouth bass stocks.  He additionally advised the commission that he would assist Mrs. Fuller with the spring submergence vegetation treatment on the lake. 

Soil and Conversation Chairman, Sidney Evans, address the commission providing a comprehensive report of the positives that his agency provides to Cane River.  He requested funding from the commission to further those efforts.  After discussion, the commission tabled the matter pending legal council review, and advised that it would be on the October 18, 2016 agenda.  

Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that she has experienced issues with Swepco in her attempts  to establish electric service for video surveillance at the Spillway.  Swepco is now are asking for an additional $1900-$2000 to have it installed.  After discussion the commission tabled the electric at that site, and authorized Mrs. Fuller to contact Swepco to have safety lights installed at that location. 

Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that cameras were up and running at Washington Street and Shell Beach locations.  She has ordered the required site posting that is expected to in by September 26.  She additionally advised the commission that Bennett has completed Shell Beach, and Spillway pending Swepco’s part and further advised that Bennett has submitted an invoice for the work.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Wiggins, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized a payment on the quote less 10% pending electric tie in after Swepco finalizes electric at the spillway location. 

Mrs. Fuller presented an invoice from A & G Computer Services LLC for completion of camera installation at Washington Street.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Wiggins, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized the $4,813.33 payment. 

Mrs. Fuller presented an invoice from A & G Computer Services LLC for completion of camera installation at Shell Beach.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized the $8,438.82 payment.

Mr. Rhodes advised the commission that Patrick Hollier was no longer an active member of the Historic District Development Commission and that the commission seat was now vacant.   The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote the commission authorized Chairman Rhodes to serve on the Historic District Development Commission on behalf of the commission. 

Mr. Paige advised the commission regarding the status of the St. Augustine Church bank stabilization project.  

              The minutes of the August 16, 2016 meeting of the commission were presented.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion. Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote, the Commission approved the minutes of the August 16, 2016 meeting, as written.  

                Mrs. Fuller presented an invoice from Denmon Engineering for pumping project.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote, the Commission authorized the $41,657.20 payment.

               Mrs. Fuller provided the treasurer’s report.  Mrs. Fuller further provided financials for the month of September 2016.     The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote the Commission approved the financial report and payment of bills.

               Mrs. Fuller presented gas, mileage, and activity logs for the period from August 15 - September 19, 2016, for the review of the Commission.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Methvin, seconded by Mr. Paige, and unanimous vote the Commission approved the logs for the period from August 15 – September 19, 2016.   

             Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that the Shoreline Recovery –Trees Phase I project has been completed.  After discussion the commission authorized Mrs. Fuller to move on to Phase III (the next stretch of the lake to the South) and request quotes.  The commission additionally authorized tree removal in the Bayou North of the Washington Street launch Phase IV. 

              Mrs. Fuller advised the commission that she has contacted several contractors regarding removal of trees from the lake, and has provided quote packets to those contractors.   She has received one quote for phase II of the Tree removal project from Charles Carruth.  After discussion, the Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion, the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote the Commission authorized the quote from Charles Carruth in the amount of $27,000.00 for phase II of the tree removal project.

             Mrs. Fuller presented the water safety report.  She advised the commission that the pump project was under re-bid process.  She has processed the state request for commission attorney(s) information, and maintained the CRWC alert system and state web site.  The Chairman opened the floor to public comments, and after discussion the Chairman closed the floor to discussion.  Upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Wiggins, and unanimous vote the Commission approved the August 15 – September 19, 2016 expenditure report. 


Mr. Fuller presented the Lake Safety Patrol report.  Current lake level is 98.0 MSL.  Cane River Patrol received two complaints, and issued four building permits.  Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries reported 14 citations were issued on the lake.  Sheriff’s offices issued no citations or arrest.  


In the hopes of better understanding the role of the commission employees, the commissioners requested that Mrs. Fuller provide a job description for each of the employees as well as a breakdown of salaries, and all other employment benefits at the next commission meeting.


There being no further business to come before the Board, upon motion by Mr. Paige, seconded by Mr. Methvin, and unanimous vote the meeting was adjourned. 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED:   Betty Fuller  Date Approved:  October 18, 2016 
